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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not 

constitute endorsement of the contents which reflects the views inly of the authors, and 

the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein. 

 

Preferred by Nature has adopted an “open source” policy to share what we develop to 

advance sustainability. This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-

Alike 3.0 license. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy 

of this document, to deal in the document without restriction, including without limitation the 

rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, and/or distribute copies of the document, subject 

to the following conditions: The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be 

included in all copies or substantial portions of the document. We would appreciate receiving a 

copy of any modified version. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Legal Rights to Harvest 

 

 1.1. Land tenure and management rights Legal Authority 

Fundamental Law of Equatorial Guinea (2012). Law No. 4/2009, dated 18 May, on the land 
property regime in Equatorial Guinea. 

LINK Ministry of Interior and 
Local Corporations 

Forestry Law No. 1/1997, dated on 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in 
Equatorial Guinea 

LINK 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea 

LINK 

1.2. Concession Licenses Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea 

LINK President of the 
Republic; 

 
Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea 

LINK 

Applicable legislation 
and regulation 

Third Parties’ Rights         9 

Trade and Transport                      10-12 

Processing  / Traceability   XX 

Legal Rights to Harvest       3-5 

Taxes and Fees                              5-6 

Timber Harvesting Activities         6-8 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg158220.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
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Presidential Decree No. 7/2017, dated 31 January, forbidding chainsaw operators and 
forestry companies, in all national territories, to cut trees for commercial purposes 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Ministerial Order No. 2/2017, dated 15 May, dictating standards for (a) the correct application 
of the Presidential Decree No. 7/2017, dated 31 January, forbidding chainsaw operators and 
forestry companies, in all national territories, to cut trees for commercial purposes 

LINK 

1.3. Management and Harvesting Planning  Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 

the Environment. 
Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea; or the regulation that implements the 
Forest Law No. 1/1997 

LINK 

1.4. Harvesting Permits Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests Equatorial 
Guinea 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of the applicable regulation of the 
Law on the Use and Management of Forests 

LINK 

Ministerial Order No. 1/2011, dated 13 April, regulates the use of chainsaws in logging 
activities in Equatorial Guinea forests 

 

Ministerial Order of 30 November 2016, which cancels all wood forest use authorizations in all 
types of forests throughout the country, awarded by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, 
Forestry and the Environment (MAGBMA), all for further renewals. 
 

 

Presidential Decree No. 7/2017, dated 31 January, forbidding chainsaw operators and 
forestry companies to cut trees, in all national territories, for commercial purposes. 

 

https://minhacienda-gob.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MATERIA-FORESTAL.pdf
https://minhacienda-gob.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MATERIA-FORESTAL.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
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Ministerial Order No. 2/2017, dated 15 May, dictating standards for (a) the correct application 
of the Presidential Decree No. 7/2017, dated 31 January, forbidding chainsaw operators and 
forestry companies, in all national territories, to cut trees for commercial purposes 

LINK 

   

   

   

 

 
Taxes and Fees 

 

1.5. Payment of royalties and harvesting fees Legal Authority 

Law No. 10/2017, dated 20 November, by which Law No. 2/2007, dated 16 May, is revised 
and updated, by which new tax rates are established and levies are defined in the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Law No. 2/2007, dated 16 May, which defines new tax rates and parafiscal levies in the 

Republic of Equatorial Guinea. (As described above, even though this law was repealed and 
replaced by Law No. 10/2017 dated 20 November, the latter does not contain fees relating to 
the forest sector. (Article 35) 

LINK 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Article 40, 78, 80, 84). 

LINK 

1.6. Value-Added Taxes and Other Sales Taxes Legal Authority 

Law No. 4/2004, on the tax regime in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. Articles 270, 271 
and 294 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

https://minhacienda-gob.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MATERIA-FORESTAL.pdf
https://www.guineaecuatorialpress.com/pdf/LeydeTasasFiscales.pdf
https://leydeguinea.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/014_ley-2-2007-tasas-fiscales.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
https://leydeguinea.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/007_boletc3adn-oficial-del-estado-ley-tributaria-nc2ba-4-de-2004.pdf
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1.7. Income and Profit Taxes Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Article 40, 89, 90, 91, 93). 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Law No. 4/2004, on the tax regime in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Articles 145, 146, 
147, 159, 167,168, 169, 170). 

LINK 

 
  

 
 

 

 
Timber Harvesting Activities  

1.8. Timber harvesting regulations Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 

Guinea (Articles 16, 17, 18, 22, 25) 
LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 

Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea; or the regulation that implements the 
Forest Law No. 1/1997. Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 38, 39, 46, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62 and 70. 

LINK 

1.9. Protected sites and species  Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 10, 13, 14, 15, 55) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 

the Environment 
Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea; or the regulation that implements the 
Forest Law No. 1/1997 (Articles 1 (paragraph2, 3)  60, 61, 62 and 65) 

LINK 

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
https://leydeguinea.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/007_boletc3adn-oficial-del-estado-ley-tributaria-nc2ba-4-de-2004.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
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Law No. 7/2003, dated 27 November, regulating the environment in Equatorial Guinea. 
Articles: 11, 18, 21–27, 34 (1, 2, 3, 4), 35, 37 (a, b, c, d), 38 and 39. 

LINK 

Decree No. 72/2007, prohibiting hunting and consumption of monkeys and other primates in 
the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. Articles 1 and 2. 

LINK 

Decree No. 172/2005, dated 8 September, which regulates the trade in endangered species 

of wild fauna and flora in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. 

LINK 

The Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar), 1994 LINK 

1.10 Environmental requirements Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 10, 13, 14, 15, 55) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests, and 
the Environment 

Law No. 7/2003, dated 27 November, regulating the environment in Equatorial Guinea 

(Articles 11–42, 60–70 and 126–142) 

LINK 

Law No. 9/2006, dated 3 November, referring to mines in Equatorial Guinea, Article 41. 
 

 

Law No. 3/2007, dated 21 July, regulating water and coast in the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 82, 85, 87, 101 and from 105 to 107) 

LINK 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 1, 6, 21, 54, 59, 60 and 61) 

LINK 

1.11. Health and safety Legal Authority 

Law No. 10/2012, dated 24 December, on the General Work Order Reform (Articles 41 (1, 2, 
3), 42 (1, 2, 3), 43 (1, 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 3a, 3b), 44 (1.2) and 52) 

LINK Ministry of Labour, 
Employment Promotion 

and Social Security 
Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 10, 13, 14, 15, 55) 

LINK 

http://www.vertic.org/media/National%20Legislation/Equatorial_Guinea/GQ_Ley_7-2003_Medio_Ambiente.pdf
http://www2.ecolex.org/server2neu.php/libcat/docs/TRE/Full/En/TRE-144926.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg167144.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/about-the-convention-on-wetlands-0
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://www.vertic.org/media/National%20Legislation/Equatorial_Guinea/GQ_Ley_7-2003_Medio_Ambiente.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg159926.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/102921/124644/F1805683203/063_ley-10-de-2012%20GUINEA%20ECUATORIAL.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
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Law No. 14/1984, dated 12 November, regulates labour inspections (Articles 2 (2, 3), 7 (d) 
and 10 (1, 2, 3)) 
 

 

Decree No. 100/1990, dated 28 September, approves the regulations of the general social 
security regime in Equatorial Guinea (Article 1) 

LINK 

1.12.  Legal employment Legal Authority 

Fundamental Law of Equatorial Guinea, 2012. Title I. Fundamental principles of the State; 
articles 25 and 26 

LINK Ministry of Labour, 
Employment Promotion 

and Social Security 
Law No. 10/2012, dated 24 December on the General Work Order Reform (Articles 3, 5, 6, 7, 
14, 15, 21, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 83, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 
89, 90 and 91) 

LINK 

Law No. 14/1984, dated 12 November, regulates labour inspections. 
 

 

Decree No. 100/1990, dated 28 September, approving the regulations of the general social 
security regime in Equatorial Guinea (Article 5, 6, and 9–80) 
 

 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 44) 

LINK 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 

(Articles 66) 

LINK 

Ministerial Order No. 039/1, dated 3 July 2008, regulating the contribution of foreign workers 
to social security in Equatorial Guinea. Articles 1, 2 and 3 

LINK 

Decree 30/2016, dated 29 Janury states the mínimum wage - 117.304 CFA francs per month 

 

LINK 

   

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/SERIAL/66373/62497/F1933760893/s90gnq02.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg128022.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/ELECTRONIC/102921/124644/F1805683203/063_ley-10-de-2012%20GUINEA%20ECUATORIAL.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
https://leydeguinea.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/039_orden-ministerial-1de-3-de-julio-de-2.pdf
https://www.guineainfomarket.com/economia/2017/12/02/salario-minimo-interprofesional-en-guinea-ecuatorial/
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Third Parties’ Rights  

 

1.13. Customary rights Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 44) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 

the Environment 
Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 1(4), 11, 12, 13, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 61 and 67) 

LINK 

Law No. 4/2009, dated 18 May, on the land property regime in Equatorial Guinea (Article 7) LINK 

1.14. Free prior and informed consent Legal Authority 

Not applicable   

1.15. Indigenous peoples’ rights Legal Authority 

Fundamental law of Equatorial Guinea, 2012 (Article 30 (4)) LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 

Guinea (Articles 44) 

LINK 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 1(4), 11, 12, 13, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37, 38, 61 and 67) 

LINK 

http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg158220.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg128022.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/eqg17394.doc
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
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Trade and Transport  

1.16. Classification of species, quantities, qualities Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997 dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests in Equatorial 
Guinea (Articles 80, 82, 83 (a, b, c, d) and 85) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 

the Environment 
Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 73, 85, 88, 90 (a, b, c, d), 90, 91, 93 and 97) 

LINK 

1.17. Trade and transport Legal Authority 

Law No. 1/1997, dated 18 February, on the Use and Management of Forests (Articles 65, 66, 
67 and 68) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 and 75) 

LINK 

Ministerial Order No. 1/2011, dated 13 April, which regulates the use of chainsaws in logging 
activities in the forests of Equatorial Guinea (Articles 9, 10) 

 

1.18. Offshore trading and transfer pricing Legal Authority 

Not applicable   

1.19. Custom regulations Legal Authority 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
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Decree No. 61/2007, dated 13 September, amending certain articles of Decree No. 97/1997, 
dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the application of the Law on the Use and 
Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea; or the regulation that implements the Forest 
Law No. 1/1997. Article 81 Prohibits the export of roundwood 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Decree No. 182/2018, dated 27 November, which prohibits the export of roundwood in the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Article 1) 

LINK 

Decree No. 93/2020, dated 26 of October, which authorises, due to special circumstances, 
the exportation of roundwood in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. 

LINK 

Ministerial Order No. 1/2019, dated 24 May, laying down additional rules for the export of 
wood processed by forestry companies. Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

 

 

Ministerial Note No. 802/15 Details of the Attributions of the different Sections of the General 
Directorate of Forests and Reforestation 

 

Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 

and Management of Forests; or the regulation that implements the Forest Law No. 1/1997 
(Articles 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 and 75) 

LINK 

Decree Law No. 13/1980, dated 23 July, on Income and Customs Tariff in Equatorial Guinea. 
Articles 1, 4, 16(d), 18 and Supplementary Rules Chapter II, on export tariff rates. 

LINK 

Decree Law No. 1/1986, dated 10 February, which approves the tax system of the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea and refers to the different taxes on export timber contained in the single 
letter (la Carta Única) and the modifications and updates thereof. 
 

 

Law No. 2/2007, dated 16 May, defines new tax rates and parafiscal levies in the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea 

LINK 

Law No. 10/2017, dated 20 November (Law No. 2/2007 dated 16 May was derogated by Law 
No. 10/2017 dated 20 November; however, the fees regarding the forest sector are not 
included in the new law,  and, as a result, the previous fees indicated in law Nº2/2007 are 
still applied (Article 38) 

LINK 

1.20. CITES  Legal Authority 

http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC199368
https://minhacienda-gob.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MATERIA-FORESTAL.pdf
https://www.guineaecuatorialpress.com/noticias/Decreto%20que%20autoriza%20la%20exportaci%C3%B3n%20de%20madera%20en%20rollo
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://www.droit-afrique.com/upload/doc/guinee-equatoriale/GE-Decret-loi-1980-tarifs-douaniers-ESP.pdf
https://leydeguinea.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/014_ley-2-2007-tasas-fiscales.pdf
https://www.guineaecuatorialpress.com/pdf/LeydeTasasFiscales.pdf
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Decree No. 97/1997, dated 12 August, for the approval of regulations for the Law on the Use 
and Management of Forests in Equatorial Guinea; or the regulation that implements the 
Forest Law No. 1/1997 (Article 60, 62) 

LINK Ministry for Agriculture, 
Livestock, Forests and 
the Environment 

Decree No. 172/2005, dated 8 September, which regulates the trade in endangered species 
of wild fauna and flora in the Republic of Equatorial Guinea (Articles 4, 7) 

LINK 

Law No. 7/2003, regulating the environment; catalogue of threatened species (Articles 38, 
39) 

LINK 

1.21. Legislation requiring due diligence/due care procedures Legal Authority 

Not applicable   

 

 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg199366.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/eqg167144.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul45449.pdf


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preferred by Nature (formerly NEPCon) is an international 

non-profit organisation working to support better land 

management and business practices that benefit people, 

nature and the climate.  

We do this through a unique combination of sustainability 

certification services, projects supporting awareness raising, 

and capacity building.  

 

 

www.preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub 

 

LIFE Legal Wood is an initiative that aims at supporting timber-

related companies in Europe with knowledge, tools and training 

in the requirements of the EU Timber Regulation. Knowing your 

timber’s origin is not only good for the forests, but good for 

business. The initiative is funded by the LIFE Programme of the 

European Union. 

LIFE Legal Wood 

About 

https://preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub/eutr-info

