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Introduction 
Below some examples of key documents are listed that can be used to mitigate legality 

risks for timber in Cameroon. 

Legal 

Category  

Type of 

forest 
Example # Document name Official title  

Legal rights 

to harvest  

 

Forest 

Management 

Unit (UFA) 

and 

communal 

forests 

(forêts 

communales

) 

Example 1 Public notice 

about the 

incorporation of 

a forest into the 

private State 

estate 

Avis au public 

portant classement 

d’une zone de forêt 

dans le domaine 

privé de l’Etat 

UFA Example 2 Decree of 

incorporation 

into the private 

State estate 

Décret de classement 

au domaine privé de 

l’Etat 

Communal 

forests 

Example 3 Public notice 

about the 

incorporation of 

a forest into the 

private Municipal 

estate 

Avis au public 

portant classement 

d’une zone de forêt 

dans le domaine 

privé d’une commune 

Communal 

forests 

Example 4 Decree of 

incorporation 

into the private 

Municipal estate 

Décret de classement 

au domaine privé 

d’une commune 

All forests Example 5 Accreditation as 

professional 

forest operator 

Agrément à la 

profession 

d’exploitant forestier 

UFA Example 6 Public call for 

tender 

Avis d’appel d’offres 

public 

UFA Example 7 Notification of 

the results of the 

call for tender for 

the concession of 

forest units 

Notification des 

résultats de l’appel 

d’offres pour 

l’attribution des 

concessions 

forestières 

UFA Example 8 Certificate of 

deposit 

 

 

Attestation de dépôt 

de la caution 

bancaire 
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UFA Example 9 Certificate of 

registration of 

the document 

package for the 

concession 

attribution 

Récépissé de dépôt 

de dossier 

d’attribution d’une 

UFA 

UFA Example 10 Provisional 

concession 

contract 

Convention 

d’exploitation 

(provisoire) de la 

concession forestière 

UFA Example 11 Decree granting 

a forest 

concession 

Décret portant 

attribution de la 

concession forestière  

UFA Example 12 Technical 

specifications 

annexed to the 

forest concession 

contract 

Cahier des charges 

annexé à la 

Convention 

d’exploitation 

Communal 

forests 

Example 13 Partnership 

contract 

(technical, 

financial, 

material) for the 

management and 

harvesting of the 

Municipal forest 

Contrat de 

partenariat 

technique, financier 

et matériel pour 

l’aménagement et 

l’exploitation de la 

forêt communale 

UFA Example 14 Documents for 

the transfer of a 

forest concession 

- Receipt of 

transfer 

request 

- Transfer tax 

payment 

receipt  

- Notification 

of transfer 

of the forest 

concession 

Documents pour le 

transfert d’une UFA 

- Récépissé de 

demande de 

transfert 

- Quittance de 

paiement de la 

taxe de transfert  

- Notification du 

transfert de 

l’UFA 

Forêts 

communautai

res 

Example 15 Documents on 

community 

forest 

constitution 

- Attribution 

request 

Documents de 

constitution d’une 

forêt communautaire 

- Demande 

d’attribution  

- Formulaire de 

réservation  
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- Attribution 

form  

- Minutes of 

the 

concertation 

meeting  

- Description 

of 

community 

activities in 

the forest 

- PV de réunion de 

concertation  

- Description des 

activités menées 

UFA and 

communal 

forests 

Example 16 Certificate of 

compliance for 

management 

activities in view 

of drafting the 

Management 

plan:  

- Forest map  

- Inventory 

planning  

- Inventory 

realisation  

- Materialisati

on of limits  

- Area 

measures 

Attestations de 

conformité des 

travaux préalable au 

Plan d’aménagement  

- Carte 

forestière 

- Plan de 

sondage 

- Travaux 

d’inventaire 

d’aménageme

nt 

- Rapport 

d’inventaire 

d’aménageme

nt  

- Ouverture des 

limites 

- Mesure de 

superficie 

UFA and 

communal 

forests 

Example 17 Management 

plan 

Plan d’aménagement 

UFA and 

communal 

forests 

Example 18 Management 

plan approval 

Order 

Arrêté d’approbation 

du Plan 

d’aménagement 

UFA and 

communal 

forests 

Example 19 Five-year 

management 

programme 

Plan de gestion 

quinquennal 

Community 

forests 

Example 20 Approval of the 

simplified 

Management 

Plan 

Notification 

d’approbation du 

Plan Simple de 

Gestion 
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All forests Example 21 Annual 

harvesting 

permit 

Permis annuel 

d’opération 

Timber 

harvesting 

activities  

 

UFA Example 22 Certificate of 

compliance with 

the technical 

specification of 

the provisional 

concession 

contract  

Attestation de 

conformité aux 

clauses de la 

Convention provisoire 

d’exploitation 

UFA Example 23 Certificate of 

approval of the 

environmental 

impact study 

Approbation de 

l’étude d’impact 

environnemental 

Trade and 

transport  

 

All timber Example 24 Waybill for 

timber transport 

Lettre de voiture 

pour le transport de 

bois d’œuvre 

All timber Example 25 Certificate of 

origin 

Certificat d’origine 

All timber Example 26 Package 

specification for 

export 

Spécification de colis 

pour l’exportation 

All timber Example 27 Export 

registration 

Domiciliation 

d’exportation 

All timber Example 28 Loading 

certificate 

Certificat d’empotage 

All timber Example 29 Receipt of 

payement of 

export taxes 

Quittance de 

paiement des droits 

de sortie 

All timber Example 30 CITES export 

licence 

Permis d’exportation 

CITES 

Timber 

processing 

Factories / 

mills 

Example 31 Licence for 

timber 

transformation 

Certificat 

d'enregistrement en 

qualité de 

transformateur de 

bois  
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Example 1: Public notice about the 

incorporation of a forest in the private State 

estate 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Official document informing the general public of the 

procedure aiming at incorporating an area of the non-permanent forest domain into the 

private State estate. Specific information: area, mapping, description of the boundaries 

of the forest to be classified.  

Holder of document: Government authorities (MINFOF and local authorities) 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of Forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Gaps/limitations: The issuance of the document itself does not guarantee that local 

populations’ rights and opinions have effectively been recorded and taken into account. 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of Forests (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune)? 

 Is the information on area, mapping and boundaries similar to the information 

appearing in other documents related to this forest?  

 When was the document issued?  
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Example 2: Decree of incorporation into the 

private State estate 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Official document incorporating a forest into the 

private State estate and classifying the area as a Forest Management Unit (Unité 

forestière d’aménagement – UFA) 

Holder of document: Forest Ministry (MINFOF) and the concession holder 

Signature required by: Prime Minister 

 

Gaps/limitations: This document does not guarantee that the concerned local 

populations’ rights and opinion have effectively been taken into account. Also, it does not 

indicate which private operator has been conceded management rights over the area.  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed and stamped by the Prime Minister?  

 Does the document bear the Presidency’s visa and a file number?  

 When was the document issued?  

 Are the name and localisation of the forest the same than what is described in 

other documents related to the forest?  
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Example 3: Public notice about the 

incorporation of a forest into the private 

Municipal estate 
 

Applicable for: Communal forests 

Purpose and content of document: Official document informing the general public of the 

procedure aiming at incorporating an area of the non-permanent forest domain into the 

private Municipal estate. Specific information: area, mapping, description of the 

boundaries of the forest to be classified 

Holder of document: concerned Municipality – the Forest Ministry has a duplicate 

Signature required by : Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Gaps/limitations: The issuance of the document itself does not guarantee that local 

populations’ rights and opinions have effectively been recorded and taken into account. 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister of Forests (Ministre des Forêts et de la 

Faune)? 

 Is the information on area, mapping and boundaries similar to the information 

appearing in other documents related to this forest?  

 When was the document issued??  
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Example 4: Decree of incorporation into the 

private Municipal estate 
 

Applicable for: Communal forests 

Purpose and content of document: Official document incorporating a forest into the 

private Municipal estate and classifying the area as a production forest 

Holder of document: Forest Ministry (MINFOF) / concerned Municipality 

Signature required by: Prime Minister 

 

Gaps/limitations: This document does not guarantee that the concerned local 

populations’ rights and opinion have effectively been taken into account. Also, it does not 

indicate which private operator has been conceded management rights over the area. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed and stamped by the Prime Minister?  

 Does the document bear the Presidency’s visa and a file number?  

 When was the document issued?  

 Are the name and localisation of the forest the same than what is described in 

other documents related to the forest?
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Example 5: Accreditation as professional 

forest operator 
 

Applicable for: All forest operators 

Purpose and content of document: Official document accrediting private individuals or 

companies as forest operators. 

Holder of document: Accreditation holder / the Forest Ministry (MINFOF) holds a 

duplicate 

Signature required by: Prime Minister 

 

Gaps/limitations: This document is specifying in which area the forest operator 

effectively holds logging rights.  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed and stamped by the Prime Minister or, alternatively, by the Minister in 

charge of forestry by delegation of authority (Per ordem / P.O. signature)?  

 Does the document bear the Presidency’s visa and a file number? 

 Has the document been delivered to the individual or entity effectively holding 

logging rights over the concerned area?  
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Example 6: Public call for tender 
 

Applicable for: Forest Management Unit (UFA) 

Purpose and content of document: Official document opening the possibility for forest 

operators to bid for a forest management / logging rights. 

Holder of document: Forest Ministry (MINFOF). The concession holders should have a 

duplicate.  

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Gaps/limitations: This document is not sufficient to guarantee that the whole legal 

procedure related to granting forest concessions has been followed. 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister of Forests (Ministre des Forêts et de la 

Faune)? 

 What is the file number and the date of issuance of the document?  

 What is the forest concerned by the call for tender?  

 What are the deadlines and conditions bearing on the bidding process?  
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Example 7: Notification of the results of the 

call for tender for the concession of forest 

units 
 

Applicable for: UFA  

Purpose and content of document: Official document indicating the selected bidder for 

the concession of the forest unit  

Holder of document: Forest Ministry (MINFOF) and forest concession holder 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister of Forests (Ministre des Forêts et de la 

Faune) and the concession holder? 

 Does the document have a file number?  

 When was the document issued?  

 Is the information on the forest and the concession holder similar to the 

information appearing in other documents related to this forest? 

 What is the amount of the mandatory deposit established in the document?  
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Example 8: Certificate of deposit 
 

Applicable for: UFA  

Purpose and content of document: Official document indicating that the deposit related 

to the forest concession’s attribution process has been done by the concession holder.  

Holder of document: Concession holder. The Forests Ministry (MINFOF) and Finance 

Ministry (MINFI) should hold a duplicate. 

Signature required by: Government Treasury (Trésor public) 

 

Gaps/limitations: This document itself does not guarantee that all documents required 

for forest attribution have been submitted, nor the whole process followed regularly, nor 

that the Concession contract has been signed. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed and stamped by the Government Treasury (Trésor Public) / Ministry of 

Finance (MINFI)?  

 Is it addressed to the proper concession holder?  

 Is it mentioning the deposit amount?  

 When was the document issued? 

 Is it accompanied by a bank statement relating to the deposit?  
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Example 9: Certificate of registration of the 

document package for the concession 

attribution  
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Official document indicating that all the documents 

required to finalize the attribution of the forest concession have been submitted. 

Holder of document: Concession holder. The Forest Ministry (MINFOF) holds a duplicate. 

Signature required by: Forest Director of the Forests Ministry (Directeur des Forêts du 

MINFOF) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by Forest Director of the Forests Ministry (Directeur 

des Forêts du MINFOF)? 

 Is it mentioning the name and identification number / reference of the forest, 

the name of the concession holder, a registration number and the date of the 

submission of documents?  
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Example 10: Provisional concession contract 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Contract agreed between the State (forest owner) 

and a private operator, granting the latter access, management and logging rights over 

the concerned forest. 

Holder of document: Forests Ministry (MINFOF) and concession holder 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

and concession holder. 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune) and the concession holder? 

 When was the concession contract signed?  

 Which forest is conceded? What are its the area and localisation? 

 What obligations weighting on the concession holder are mentioned in the 

contract?  

 Are the technical specifications (cahier des charges) annexed to the document?  
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Example 11: Decree granting a forest 

concession 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Decree endorsing the attribution of a forest 

concession to a forest operator and the contract agreed between the operator and the 

State.  

Holder of document: Public document (published in the national Official Journal). The 

Forest Ministry and the concession holder have a duplicate.  

Signature required by: Prime Minister 

 

Gaps/limitations: The decree is endorsing the logging contract. It is therefore important 

to also read the contract to find the obligations weighting on the concession holder. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed and stamped by the Prime Minister? 

 Has the decree been published in the Official Journal?  

 Which forest is concerned by the decree and where is it?  

 Is the concession contract attached to the Decree?  

 Which operator is mentioned in the Decree as the concession holder?   
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Example 12: Technical specifications 

annexed to the forest concession contract 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Official document indicating the general and specific 

provisions weighting on the forest operator 

Holder of document: Forests Ministry (MINFOF) and concession holder 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

and concession holder   

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune) and the concession holder? 

 When was it signed? Does it have an expiry date?  

 Which forest is conceded? What are its the area and localisation? 

 Which forest operator is mentioned?  

 What obligations weighting on the concession holder are mentioned? 
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Example 13: Partnership contract (technical, 

financial, material) for the management and 

harvesting of the Municipal forest 
 

Applicable for: Communal forests 

Purpose and content of document: Logging contract agreed between a Municipality and a 

private forest operator. It can be further approved by the Forest Ministry. 

Holder of document: Municipality and forest operator. The Minister in charge of forestry 

(Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) holds a duplicate. 

Signature required by: Municipality and forest operator. 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Municipality representative and the forest 

operator?  

 Is there a letter of approval signed and stamped by the Forest Ministry?  

 When was the contract signed?  

 Which forest operator is mentioned in the contract?  

 What obligations are weighting on the forest operator according to the contract?  
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Example 14: Documents for the transfer of 

a forest concession 
 

Documents list:  

• Transfer request 

• Proof of payment of the transfer fees 

• Official notification of approval of the transfer 

 

Applicable for: UFA being transferred from a forest operator to another 

Purpose and content of document: documents concerning the transfer of management 

and logging rights of a forest operator to another 

Holder of document: Forest operator. The Forest Ministry holds a duplicate.  

Signature required by: Forest operator / Bank representatives / Forest Ministry  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the transfer request signed by the applicant forest operator? 

 Is the approval of transfer signed and stamped by the Forests Minister?  

 When was the approval of transfer signed?  

 Which forest concession is being transferred and where is it located?  
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Example 15 : Documents on community 

forest constitution 
 

Documents list:  

• Attribution request (demande d’attribution)  

• Attribution form (Formulaire de reservation)  

• Concertation meeting minutes (PV de réunion de concertation)  

• Description of planned activities (Description des activités menées)  

 

Applicable for: Community forests 

Purpose and content of document: Documents needed for the creation of a Community 

forest  

Holder of document: concerned Community – the Forests Ministry (MINFOF) holds 

duplicates. 

Signature required by: Community representative  

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is the request signed and stamped by the Community representative?  

 When was the request signed?  

 Is the attribution form signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of 

forestry? 
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Example 16 : Attestations de conformité des 

travaux préalable au Plan d’aménagement  
Documents list:  

• Certificate of compliance – Forest map 

• Certificate of compliance – Survey plan 

• Certificate of compliance – Management inventory work 

• Certificate of compliance – Management inventory report 

• Certificate of compliance – boundaries delimitation  

• Certificate of compliance – Measure of the area 

Applicable for: UFA and Communal forests 

Purpose and content of documents: Official documents certifying the compliance of 

activities conducted ahead of the Management plan drafting with applicable regulations 

Holder of document: Concession holder. The Forests Ministry and/or Municipality hold a 

duplicate.  

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Are the certificates signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry?  

 Are all certificates available?  

 Which forest is concerned by the certificates?  

 When have the certificates been issued?  
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Example 17: Management plan 
 

Applicable for: UFA and Communal forests 

Purpose and content of document: Official document detailing the forest resources and 

all the management and logging activities intended to be carried out in the forest 

concession 

Holder of document: Forest Ministry (MINFOF) and the concession holder. 

Signature required by: N/A (see example 18 for the approval)  

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Which forest is concerned by the Management Plan?  

 What is the period of validity of the Management Plan?  

 What are the planned mandatory activities? Which ones are under the 

responsibility of the forest operator for their implementation?  

 Is there limits to logging provided for in the Management Plan (protected areas, 

protected species, conditions for the launching of logging activities, logging areas 

rotations, etc.)?  
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Example 18: Management plan approval 

Order 
 

Applicable for: UFA, Communal forests 

Purpose and content of document: Official document approving the Forest Management 

Plan  

Holder of document: Concession holder. The Forests Ministry (MINFOF) holds a 

duplicate. 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune)? 

 When was the Order signed?  

 Which forest is concerned by the approved Management Plan?  
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Example 19: Five-year management 

programme 
 

Applicable for: UFA and Communal forests  

Purpose and content of document: Official document detailing all the activities to be 

carried on for a 5-year period.  

Holder of document: Concession holder. The Forests Ministry (MINFOF) and the 

Municipality (if applicable) hold a duplicate. 

Signature required by: N/A 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Was the document officially approved by forest authorities? 

 When was the document approved?  

 Which forest is concerned by the management programme?  
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Example 20: Approval of the simplified 

Management Plan 
 

Applicable for: Community forests 

Purpose and content of document: Official document certifying that the simplified 

Management Plan was drafter in compliance with applicable regulations 

Holder of document: Concerned Community 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune)? 

 When was the document issued?  

 Which forest is concerned by the approved simplified Management Plan? 
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Example 21: Annual harvesting permit 
 

Applicable for: All forests 

Purpose and content of document: the harvesting permit is mandatory before any 

logging activity is carried out. It details the number and volumes of trees authorized for 

harvesting, for each forest species. Its validity is one year.  

Holder of document: Forest operator 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

 

Gaps/limitations: This document in itself does not guarantee its actual implementation in 

the forest.   

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 When was the permit issued? Is it prior to any date indicated on logging and 

transport documents?  

 Is the document signed by the Minister in charge of forestry?  

 Which forest are concerned by the harvesting permit? Which annual area (“assiette" 

annuelle de coupe”) is concerned?  

 Which species are indicated on the harvest permit?  

 Are allowed volumes aligned with volumes actually logged (see harvesting logbook, 

transport documents, periodic volumes declarations)?  
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Example 22: Certificate of compliance with 

the technical specification of the provisional 

concession contract 
 

Applicable for: UFA 

Purpose and content of document: Official document certifying that all activities carried 

on in a forest during the provisional contract are compliant with applicable regulations. 

Holder of document: Certificate holder. The Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des 

Forêts et de la Faune) holds a duplicate. 

Signature required by: Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts et de la Faune) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is it signed and stamped by the Minister in charge of forestry (Ministre des Forêts 

et de la Faune)? 

 When was the document signed?  

 Which forest and which forest operator are concerned by the document? 
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Example 23: Certificate of approval of the 

environmental impact study 
 

Applicable for : All forests 

Purpose and content of document: the environmental impact study  is mandatory prior 

to any management and logging activity. It records potential impact of human activities 

on the forest and prescribes mitigation measures where necessary?  

Holder of document: Forest operator 

Signature required by: Environment Minister 

 

Gaps/limitations: The document itself does not guarantee the actual implementation of 

prescribed mitigation measures. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 When was the study realised? 

 Is the approval document signed and stamped by the Environment Minister?  

 Which forest is concerned by the environmental impact study?  

 Is report of the study available? Which mitigation measures are planned?   
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Example 24: Waybill for timber transport 
 

Applicable for: Any timber 

Purpose and content of document: Waybills are indicating species and volumes 

transported, as well as origin and destination of timber. They are mandatory for any 

timber transport. 

Holder of document: Forest operator or timber trader. 

Signature required by: Forest operator or timber trader / forest authorities 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Are transport document stamped by forest authorities?  

 Which forest is concerned by the waybills?  

 Which forest operator is concerned by the waybills?  

 When were the waybills issued?  

 Are species and volumes recorded on waybills aligned with data indicated on the 

harvesting permit? 
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Example 25: Certificate of origin 
 

Applicable for: Any exported timber 

Purpose and content of document: The certificate is indicating the origin of exported 

products. 

Holder of document: Exporter / Forest Ministry (MINFOF) 

Signature required by: Forest Ministry (MINFOF) 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 

 Are the products and volumes detailed on the certificate in line with information 

on sales documents and with the actual shipment?  

 Is the annual harvesting permit mentioning species concerned by the certificate 

of origin? Are authorized volumes above actual exported volumes?  
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Example 26: Package specification for 

export 
 

Applicable for: All timber being exported 

Purpose and content of document: Document detailing the package to be exported. 

Holder of document: Exporter / Forests Ministry (MINFOF)  

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 When was the specification issued?  

 Is the declared material in line with purchased material? 
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Example 27: Export registration 
 

Applicable for:  All timber being exported 

Purpose and content of document: Document registering the export. It is mandatory as 

part of the administrative export procedures to be followed. 

Holder of document: Exporter / Forests Ministry (MINFOF). 

Signature required by: Forests Ministry (MINFOF) 

 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is the document signed and stamped by authorities?  

 What is the date of signature?  

 Is the declared material in line with purchased material? 
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Example 28: Loading certificate 
 

Applicable for:  All timber being exported 

Purpose and content of document: Document certifying that the actual content of the 

package is in line with declarations on paper. 

Holder of document: Exporter / Customs authorities 

Signature required by: Customs authorities 

 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is the document signed and stamped by authorities?  

 What is the date of signature?  
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Example 29: Receipt of payment of export 

taxes 
 

Applicable for: All timber being exported 

Purpose and content of document: Document indicating that export taxes weighting on 

the exported have been remitted.  

Holder of document: Exported / Public Treasury 

Signature required by: Public Treasury 

 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is the document signed and stamped by authorities?  

 What is the date of signature?  
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Example 30: CITES export licence 
 

Applicable for: All CITES species (in particular afrormosia) 

Purpose and content of document: Mandatory document for the exportation of CITES 

species timber indicating that the exportation has been approved according to applicable 

regulations. 

Holder of document: Exporter / Forest Ministry (MINFOF). 

Signature required by: CITES Management authority 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the description of products and volumes on the licence in line with information 

on sales document and with the actual shipment?  

 Does the annual harvest permit of the forest of origin indicating the CITES 

species as a species authorized for harvesting?  

 Are authorized volumes above or equal to exported volumes?  

 What is the period of validity of the licence?  
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Example 31: Licence for timber 

transformation 
 

Applicable for: All timber transformed 

Purpose and content of document: Official document granting the processing operator 

the right to conduct timber transformation activities 

Holder of document: Transformation operator. The Forests Ministry (MINFOF) holds a 

duplicate 

Signature required by: Director for Promotion and transformation of forest products of 

the Forests Ministry (Directeur de la Promotion et de la Transformation des Produits 

Forestiers du MINFOF) 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Is the document signed and stamped by the Director for Promotion and 

transformation of forest products of the Forests Ministry? 

 When was the licence issued? Does it have a validity period?  

 Which activities exactly are being authorized by the licence?  

 Which entity is concerned by this licence?  
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